148           SHE    MADE     WORLD     CHAOS

Gustav Putlitz, famous Prussian dramatist, saw a great
deal of the Crown Princess that summer. He was acting for a
spell as her chamberlain, for she liked literary men about her
if they were Liberals. Putlitz was filled with wonder and
respect. This enthusiast's descriptions to his wife of life
at the New Palace almost touches burlesque, but there is no
reason to doubt his veracity.

' This youthful princess is more cultivated than any
other woman I know of her age/ he told Frau Putlitz.
' It is amazing that she remembers everything she reads
and she debates history like a historian. She has absolutely
read everything and knows it all more or less by heart.'
One morning they walked together through the woods when
the trees were wet and fragrant after rain. ' The Crown
Princess wanted every variety of wild flower we could find,
and she knew the Latin, English, and German names of each
kind.'

The Princess liked intimate tea parties, attended by her
ladies and the chamberlains.   She sat at a spinning-wheel
in a plain homespun gown of her own making.   As she span
she sang suitable German songs.   At the right moments her
ladies joined in.   When she was tired of singing she called
on one of the chamberlains to read aloud the poems of Goethe,
Heine, or Geibel.   She commonly repeated the words with
him as she went on spinning.  There was no subject she could
not discuss.  She preferred the arts and sciences, but she was
amazingly knowledgeable on the Army, for she had grown
more militaristic since the war.    She knew more about
Naval matters than most Prussians, for their navy was in a
very elementary state in the 'sixties.    In fact, it is not
impossible that her superior remarks about the British Navy
inspired certain friends of her husband who were highly
placed in the Prussian Navy to set to work on-that ambitious
programme of naval reorganization, and building in the
seventies which ended in the frantic Anglo-Prussian ' ship-
building race * just prior to the Great War.

If one of the many pictures fell off the wall, the Princess
fetched the steps and nailed it up herself.   She could do it